
 

 
Thank you to our sponsors 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

8
th

 AAM Infrastructure  

PROGRAM  

Photo Courtesy of:  

Sponsored By 

WORKSHOP 

Sept 17-18, 2024 
Washington, DC 



 

 
Thank you to our sponsors 

Advanced Air Mobility Infrastructure Workshop 

Day 1 – Tuesday, September 17, 2024 

08:00 – 08:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
08:30 – 08:45 

Welcome Remarks 
Angelo Collins – Executive Director, Vertical Flight Society 
Rex Alexander – Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 

08:45 – 09:00 Sponsor Presentation 
Michael J. Dyment 
Managing Partner NEXA Capital Partners LLC 
 

State of Advanced Air Mobility Infrastructure: 
Planning, Readiness and Funding Necessary for AAM’s Future 

 
09:00 – 09:30 

Vertiport Engineering Brief – 105 / Update  
Robert Bassey 
Airport Engineering Division (AAS-100), Federal Aviation Administration 

09:30 – 10:00 
Vertiport Symbology Research 
Cliff Johnson 
Research Engineer, Federal Aviation Administration 

10:00 – 10:30 Networking Break 
10:30 – 12:00 Weather Information for AAM Operations 

Goals 
• Verify stakeholders and anticipated roles. 
• Enable common awareness of envisioned paradigm and associated efforts 

to achieve it. 
• Identify priorities, near term improvements, and gaps. 
• Discuss potential AAM weather information architectures for use in ConOps, 

Use Cases and Infrastructure planning 
 
Moderator:   

o Nancy Mendonca, Deputy AAM Mission Integration Office, NASA 
 
Panelist: 

o Michelle Whitcher, Aviation Specialist/Program Management, FAA 
o Don Berchoff, CEO TruWeather Solutions / ASTM Task Group Leader  
o Rex Alexander, Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 
o Hanbong Lee, Aerospace Engineer at NASA Ames Research Center 

 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch (On Your Own) 
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13:00 – 13:15 Sponsor Presentation  
Ryan Naru 
Aviation Policy and Regulatory Affairs Lead, Joby Aviation 

 
Unification of the FAA’s Vertical Aviation Infrastructure Standards 

 
13:15 – 14:45 Vertiport Weather Strategies & Challenges 

 
Facilitator:    

o Nancy Mendonca, Deputy AAM Mission Integration Office, NASA 
 
Audicance Participation Discussion Topics:  
 

• What are weather stakeholders envisioned roles relative to weather in the 
future at airports and vertiport?   

• What types of weather data and weather system characteristics are 
important for safe and efficient vertiport/airport operations? 

• How do stakeholders want to receive weather data? 
• What are the current gaps?   What are the early opportunities to improve 

safety? 
 

14:45 – 15:15 Networking Break 
15:15 – 16:45 Developing Local Knowledge for AAM 

NASA has identified a clear and pressing need for education of both local decision 
makers and the local public to enable AAM operations to commence in a timely 
manner. Developing Local Knowledge (DLK) for AAM addresses this need by 
establishing the capability to provide public agencies with educational materials that 
are tailored specifically to their education and outreach efforts. 
 
Moderator:  

o Greg Carr, Research Engineer, Architecture Technology Corporation 
 
Panelists: 

o Clint Harper, Harper4D Solutions 
o Geoff Rankin, Principal CEO at Congressional Aviation 
o Rex Alexander, President & Executive Director, Five-Alpha 

 
16:45 – 17:00 Wrap Up & Closing Remarks 

 
Angelo Collins – Executive Director, Vertical Flight Society 
Rex Alexander – Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 
 

End of Day 1 
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Advanced Air Mobility Infrastructure Workshop 

Day 2 – Wednesday, September 18, 2024 

08:00 – 08:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast 
08:30 – 08:45 

Welcome Remarks 
Angelo Collins – Executive Director, Vertical Flight Society 
Rex Alexander – Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 

08:45 – 09:00 Sponsor Presentation 
 
Harry T. Osborne 
Sr. Director, Architecture & Buildings Group at PS&S 
 

Infrastructure Lessons Learned To Date 
 

09:00 – 10:00 Certification and NAS Integration Priorities 
Members from the AIAA Task Force will provide the audience with an overview of 
their implementation efforts for a future AAM ecosystem.  
 
Moderator:  

o Ashira Beutler-Greene, AIAA Senior Manager, Content and Product Strategy 
 
Panelists:  

o Nick Lappos, AIAA Certification Task Force Co-chair 
o Mike Borfitz, AIAA Certification Task Force Co-chair 
o Herb Schlickenmaier, AIAA Certification Task Force Novel Aircraft Subgroup 

Lead 
 

10:00 – 10:30 Networking Break 
10:30 – 12:00 AAM Communications, Navigation & Surveillance 

This session will explore the evolving needs of Communications, Navigation, and 
Surveillance (CNS) systems as the Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) ecosystem grows. 
Industry experts will discuss the current state of autonomous Beyond Visual Line of 
Sight (BVLOS) operations, challenges in scaling Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
for high-tempo environments, and the necessary ground infrastructure to support 
future operations.  
 
Moderator:   

o Clint Harper, Harper4D Solutions  
 
Panelists: 

o Virginia Stouffer, President, Transformational Technologies 
o Lisa Peterson, VP, Business Development, AURA Network Systems 
o Jonathan Daniels, VP of Safety and Compliance, DroneUp LLC 
o Dash Divakaran, Advisor, NUAIR  
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12:00 – 13:00 Lunch (On Your Own) 
13:00 – 14:30 SMS in Advanced Air Mobility Infrastructure  

This panel will provide a comprehensive overview of current safety challenges and 
innovative SMS solutions in AAM infrastructure safety. We will explore:  

• Lessons learned form heliport infrastructure-related accidents. 
• A comprehensive approach to managing safety systematically. 
• The increasing risks associated with more complex vehicles and operations 

evolving in the National Airspace System (NAS) 
• NASA SWS project's efforts in developing In-Time Aviation Safety 

Management Systems (IASMS) 
 
Moderator:  

o Nicky Armour, Principal Aviation Safety Engineer, MITRE Corp  
 

Panel:  
o Rex Alexander, President & Executive Director, Five-Alpha  
o Jim Willson, Principal Safety Management, MITRE Corp 
o Michael Vincent, Associate Project Manager, NASA Langley  

 

14:30 – 15:00 Networking Break 
15:00 – 16:30 OEM Infrastructure Roundtable - Needs & Wants 

This will be an in-depth facilitated discussion as to the needs and wants Advanced 
Air Mobility OEMs have regarding infrastructure regulations, policies, and standards 
moving into the future.   
 
Moderator:  

o Rex Alexander, President & Executive Director, Five-Alpha  
 
Panel:  

o Ryan Naru, Aviation Policy and Regulatory Affairs Lead, Joby Aviation 
o Chris Johnson, Infrastructure Operations Lead, Archer Aviation 
o Chip Palombini, Charging & Infrastructure, Beta Technologies  
o Torrie Meliska, Infrastructure Partnership Manager,  Wisk Aero 

 
16:30 – 16:50 Audience Brainstorming Session 

The audience will provider their thoughts on additional challenges and future topics 
for AAM Infrastructure  
 
Facilitator:  Rex Alexander, Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 
 

16:50 – 17:00 Wrap Up & Closing Remarks 
 
Angelo Collins – Executive Director, Vertical Flight Society 
Rex Alexander – Infrastructure Advisor, Vertical Flight Society 
 

End of Day 2 
 


