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1953 American 
Aviation cover story 

indentifies helicopter 
“pioneers”  

Charles Kaman,  

Glidden Doman, 

 Igor Sikorsky,  

Stanley Hiller,  

and Frank Piasecki  



 















The complex Sikorsky rotor from the Sikorsky R-6 helicopter 

 



The elegant and simpler Doman rotor (LZ-5) 
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The "Always Balanced All Ways” Doman logo was used in the earliest 
efforts to explain the rotor fundamentals in various publicity situations 



  
Artist drawing of first Doman helicopter concept, the LZ-1, which 
was never built. Somebody called this design the “Little Zipper” 

which initiated use of the letters LZ in subsequent model numbers.  
Picture and article in published by Aviation Week, July 1946 







  An early flight of the LZ-2/R-6 at Stratford, Connecticut.    

Its first flight was in August, 1947 



  

The basics of the 
Doman rotor – 

Diagram used by Dr. 
Alexander Klemin, 

Dean of the 
Guggenheim School 

Aeronautics, New York 
University, published 
by Dr. Klemin in Aero 
Digest, circa 1948. 

Also published in 
Aviation Week,  

January 26, 1948  
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The company moved to Danbury, Connecticut, in October 1948 
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LZ4/CW40 



  

Glid Doman, showing interior capacity of the LZ 4.  

Published in Aviation Week, January 7, 1952 







LZ-5 mockup with stretchers for showing to U.S. Army Medical Corps. 
Picture and article  published in Aviation Week, January 7, 1952  
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LZ-5 mockup in a New York Department store 



  

Cutaway drawing of 
LZ-5  rotor head 
assembly before 

adopting the servo 
system that was 

built into  

the swash plate.   

 

Published in 
Aviation Week, 
March 9, 1953 



  

Another rotor comparison (much later) - The complex 
Sikorsky S-58 versus the simpler Doman LZ-5 
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First flight with eight people aboard, LZ-5  
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LZ-5  ships #1 and #2 – Only photo of both ships together 
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Doman Employees who had been present at the Army contract signing, line up to see 
LZ-5 Ship 1 depart on its delivery flight to Fort Rucker, Alabama, for Army testing 



  

LZ-5 on Pentagon stopover on the way to Fort Rucker –  

General Paul Yount, Chief of Army Transportation  takes a ride. He 
championed Doman technology for years 



  

Doman Helicopters hosts an American Helicopter Society banquet 
in a Danbury, CT, hotel, in 1953.  Joan Doman (wife of Glid) 

seated on the speaker’s right.  Igor Sikorsky seated on her right  



  

Another Doman-Sponsored American Helicopter Society dinner with the 
legendary Anton Flettner showing movies of his helicopters in production 

two years before Sikorsky. This side of Flettner is Commander Frank 
Erickson, noted pioneer in the use helicopters for rescue 
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Kaiser-Fleetwings KD-161 Doman and ( Henry J.) Kaiser Fleetwings 
Corp. entered this design in the Army LOH contest  





  LZ-5 ship 3 (with Canadian registration CF-IBG) was demonstrated in Toronto, 
Montreal, and Quebec.  This may have been the first helicopter ever built in 

Canada.  If not, it must have been close to the first 
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LZ-5 Ship 3 hauling a Volkswagen convertible In Danbury, CT 







  

LZ-5 ship 3 at Paris air show, 1960.  (This is the same aircraft that had 
been registered in Canada as CF-IBG.  By 1960 it was owned by Doman 

Helicopters and was re-registered in U.S. as N812) 



  

Angelo Ambrosini news conference in Palermo, Sicily, Italy, in 1961, 
announcing plans to produce the LZ-5 in Sicily.  Ambrosini was one 
of world’s first aero engineers, schooled in Paris with Igor Sikorsky 












